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Research Note

“Idea of Cohabitation” in Aging Society
— Local Cohabitation of Aging Baby Boomers —

Part 3 Establishment of a local cohabitation system mainly for aging baby boomers
Ryuichi Okumura

This article focuses on the aging of the baby-boom generation, a major topic
in recent debates on aging, and summarizes and discusses concepts on an ideal
framework for society 10 years from now (2015), the time when the baby-boom
generation will be aged 65, sharply increasing the ratio of the aged population. By
doing so the article proposes a regional operation system that enables symbiosis.

Part 1 describes the poss1b111ty that three social maladles— ‘increase of
isolated aged people,” “increase of psychiatric patients,” and “increase of the
suicide rate” —will become more w1despread over the next 10 years. The
factors promoting this deterloratlon are “health concerns,” “income concerns,
and “relationship concerns.” Part 1 discusses how the easing of these concerns
will be the key to happy aging.

Part 2 examines what kind of effect the features of the baby-boom generation can
have on the above three types of concerns, by summarizing the era in which the
baby-boom generation was born and brought up and identifying the traits specific
to this generation based on past studies. Part 2 also points out that the aging of the
baby-boom generation is likely to increase relationship concerns in particular.

In Part 3, first of all, the particulars required for aging baby boomers to live
harmoniously together are established, advancing discussion along the lines of the
report of the Cabinet Office’ s “Study group on policies aimed at promoting the
formation of a cohesive society.” Next, the concept of the “local cohabitation system”
intended for aging baby boomers to live harmoniously together is proceeded with
the course of their community life.

(Placed in issue No. 45 published in November 2005)
Part 1 Aging society in 2015
1. Introduction
2. Issues facing the aging baby boomers
3. Conditions to realize a rich life in one’s old age

(Placed in issue No. 46 published in April 2006)

Part 2 Baby-boom generation in an aging society
1. Features of baby-boom generation
2. Issues in the baby boomer aging society

Part 3 Establishment of a local cohabitation system mainly for aging baby boomers
1. Definition of the concept of the coexisting society
1. 1 Views on a cohesive society
1. 2 Views of the Cabinet Office on a cohesive society
2. Local cohabitation of baby boomers
1 Tasks aimed at eliminating “relationship concerns”
Signs of changes in the quality of the local administrative system

2
3 For constructing a local cohabitation system (community governance)
4 Striving for the realization of a cohesive society
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